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We underwrite Park improvements and deliver the majority of our programs at no charge 
to ensure they remain accessible to all. This would not be possible without the generosity 
of the many individuals, foundations, and corporations that understand the importance 
of protecting Nashville’s public spaces and providing free access to arts and educational 
programs in our city’s central park.

PRO GR AM PARTNER S |  Thank you to our program underwriters and media partners, 
including: 6th Man Movers, 92Q, Advance Financial Foundation, Amazon, Blackbird Media, BMI, BNA 
Nashville International Airport, Celebrate Nashville, Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, 
Core Development, Evan Williams, First Horizon Foundation, HCA Healthcare Foundation, Hellenic 
Institute of Cultural Diplomacy, Hoffmann Brothers, Holiday Inn Vanderbilt, Humanities Tennessee, 
Integrum Wealth, Jackson, Kroger, Lamar Outdoor Advertising, Lighthouse Immersive, Lightning 100, 
Lipman, Live2Dance Ballroom Dance Club, Lovenoise, Manuel Zeitlin Architects, Memorial Foundation, 
Mix 92.9, Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp, Nashville Electric Service, Nashville Parent, Nashville 
Parks Foundation, Nashville Pedal Tavern, Nashville Predators Foundation, National Endowment 
for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities, Old Town Trolley, Pepsi, Piedmont Natural 
Gas, Power Home Remodeling, Publix Supermarket Charities, Regions Bank, Republic Services, 
Rockstar Energy Drink, Sandra Schatten Foundation, Seal Smart, South Arts, Stringfellow, Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation, Tennessee Arts Commission, The Nashvillian, The 
Tennessee Tribune, Tito’s Handmade Vodka, United Way of Greater Nashville, Vanderbilt University, 
Water Lantern Festival, WM

GAL A UNDERWRITER S |  Advance Financial, Alley-Cassetty  Companies Inc., Amazon, 
AT&T, Ayers Foundation, The CHP Group, Clair Global, Corner Partnership, Cumberland Trust, Danner 
Foundation, Deloitte, Enterprise Solutions, Epiphany Design Studio, FINN Partners, Freeman Webb 
Company, Gus Mayer, Dr. Dan Hatef MD, H.G. Hill Realty Company, HCA Healthcare Foundation, HCA 
Healthcare/Tristar Health, Ingram Charities, Jackson National Life, Lipman Brothers & R.S., Lipman 
Company, The Mall at Green Hills, Matt Logan Productions, Shannon & Charles Martin, Jr., Nashville 
Law Offices PLLC, Oldacre McDonald, Parthenon PR, Louis M. and Betty M. Phillips Foundation, 
Pinnacle Financial Partners, Please Be Seated, REN Dermatology, Sandra Schatten Foundation, 
Truxton Trust, Vanderbilt University, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, and Western Express 

GAL A PATRONS |  Lin & Bill Andrews, Clare Armistead, Leigh & Hunter Atkins, Sallie 
Bailey, Melanie & David Baker, Jean Ann & Barry Banker, Russell Bates, Emme & Butch Baxter, Lee & 
Tonya Beaman, Elle Becker, Julie & Frank Boehm, Angela Bostelman, Jean & Denny Bottorff, Sara & 
Richard Bovender, Sylvianne Bradbury, Jason Bradford & Bob Deal, The Bradford Family Foundation, 
Phil Bredesen & Andrea Conte, Allan & Rhea Bufferd, Ann & Frank Bumstead, Melinda & John Buntin, 
Marianne & Andrew Byrd, Barbara & Duck Caldwell, Lisa & John Campbell, Overton & Amy Colton, Mary 
& Charlie Cook, The Honorable John N.P. Cooper & Mrs. Laura Cooper, Caroline & David Coulton, Brian 
& Katherine Crosthwaite, Katie & Kevin Crumbo, Josephine & John Darwin, Jana & Ansel Davis, Doctors 
Jan & Joseph B. DeLozier III, Dione & Justin DeWitte, Elizabeth & David Dingess, Michael Dixon & Brian 
Setzer, Lake & John Eakin, Karen Elson, Annette Eskind, Donna & Jeffrey Eskind, Laurie & Steven 
Eskind, Sara Finley, Beth Fortune & Debbie Turner, Beth & Steve Franklin,Tracy & Keith Frazier, Phyllis 
& Steve Fridrich, Jennifer & Billy Frist, Karyn Frist, Jennifer & Charles Gay, Cecile & CJ Gideon, Alice 
& Max Goldberg, Bernice & Joel Gordon, Karen & Bob Goodall, Julie & Bob Gordon, John & Patricia 
Grillos, Barbara & Greg Hagood, Jenny Hannon, Tina & Mike Hodges, Stephen & Margaret Houff, 
Martha Rivers Ingram, Lillias & Will Johnston, Donna & Mike Kestner, Robin & Bill King, Peggy & Randy 
Kinnard, Luci & Kenneth Kraft, Kim & Jeff Leeper, Mary & Calvin Lewis, Sandra & Larry Lipman, Wendy 
Longmire, Wanda & Jerry Lyle, Lisa & David Manning, Ellen Martin & Gerry Nadeau, Janice & David 
Morgan, Karen Morgan, Marlene Moses, Trish & Jim Munro, Neal & Harwell PLC, Elizabeth & Donnie 
Nichols, Laura & Charlie Niewold, Emily & Lee Noel, Cathy & David Obolensky, Felice & Bill Oldacre, 
Robin & Richard Patton, Nancy Peterson Hearn, Andrea & Greg Powell, Sylvia Rapoport, Sarah & Rick 
Riesner, Anne Roos, Anne & Joe Russell, Julie & John Schneider, Vee Vee & John Scott, Mary & Chris 
Simonsen, Steve Sirls & Allen DeCuyper, Julie & Ben Sistrunk, Joanne & Joe Sowell, Sarah Sperling & 
Kyle Young, Shirley & Stuart Speyer, Betty & Jim Stadler, Hope Stringer, Pam & Steven Taylor, Ellen & 
John Tighe, Judy & Steve Turner, Barbara & Rick Turner, Christi & Jay Turner, Laura Turner, Josephine 
VanDevender & Giles Ward, Joyce Vise, Tracy & Bill Wade, Johhna Watson, Jerry & Ernie Williams, 
Betsey & Ridley Wills, Pam & Tom Wylly

D ONOR S & MEMBER S |  Thanks to our many donors and members, including: Ray 
Berk & Dorothy Keenan, Stephanie & J.P. Brakefield, Ann & Frank Bumstead, Melinda & John Buntin, 
John E. Cain III, Marshall Chapman, Eric Cook & Jason Somerville, Charlotte Covington, Sherry & Mark 
Deutschmann, Dryden Architecture + Design, Richard Eskind, Jennifer & William Frist, Karen & Andrew 
Gilligan, Lea & John Hackett, Lucy & Jeff Haynes, Phyllis & James Hildreth, Erin & Timothy Hughes, 
Jay Jones & Rob Turner, Ruthie Keene, Rhonda Kemp, Neil Krugman & Lee Pratt, Trish & John Lindler, 
Brooks & Bert Mathews, Teresa & Mike Nacarato, The Onin Group, Marion Ott & Craig Philip, Deby & 
Keith Pitts, Nan & Gill Smith, Sandra Schatten Foundation

CENTENNIAL PARK RE VITAL IZ ATION SUPP ORTER S |  Thank you 
to the Frist Foundation, Marlene & Spencer Hays Foundation, Vanderbilt University, and the many 
generous 2022 supporters to our Capital Campaign, Maintenance Fund, and Parthenon Preservation 
Fund, including: Rhea & Allen Bufferd, Melinda & John Buntin, Scott Chambers, Sandy & Dean Chase, 
CloserLook, The Henry Laird Smith Foundation, Clint Higham, Ruthie Keene, Robin & William King, 
Candy & Joseph Ledbetter, Vickie & Howard Mertz, MSB Cockayne Fund, Trish & James Munro, 
Nashville Electric Service, Nashville Pedal Tavern, Piedmont Natural Gas, Robert Lipman, Sandra 
Schatten Foundation, Lisa & Michael Shmerling, Leah & Jim Sohr, Somerville Cook Donor Advised 
Fund, Jerry & Ernie Williams

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 SUPPORTERS

INSIDE RIGHT FLAP

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Centennial Park Conservancy Family,

Over the past year, millions of people have experienced the beauty of our beloved 
Centennial Park and participated in its enriching cultural and educational programs. 
Our community only continues to benefit from this thriving public space because 
of your contributions. You have truly enabled our public/private partnership with 
Metro Parks to flourish, and together, we are sustaining the vibrancy of our city’s 
central park today and for future generations.

In many ways 2022 has been a banner year for our organization. Beginning 
in January, we embarked on a new seven-year strategic plan to strengthen 
our capacity to activate and revitalize the Park. Our strategy is already paying 
dividends, which you can see throughout this 2022 Gratitude Report. 

Culturally, Centennial Park remains an important centerpiece of Nashville,  
providing daily programming at the Parthenon, the Centennial Art Center, and the 
Centennial Performing Arts Studios. Centennial Park Conservancy is proud to 
provide support for these enriching Metro Parks programs while also presenting 
accessible and inclusive Musicians Corner, Kidsville, and Nashville Earth Day 
events that engage our city’s diverse community. 

The Centennial Park revitalization efforts continue boldly moving ahead. In  
2022, we partnered with You Have the Power to commemorate a beautiful  
Children’s Memory Garden honoring children who have lost their lives to 
violence. Our team also worked with Metro Parks to finalize the design of capital 
improvements to the Park’s north side, which is expected to break ground in 2023. 
These enhancements will strengthen the revitalization work completed in prior 
phases and include a new event pavilion adjacent to Lake Watauga, a pedestrian 
entrance at the 31st Avenue Connector, and a repurposing of the Park’s historic 
Croquet Clubhouse into a café. Another way we are looking ahead is through 
the recently established Sylvia Rapoport Future Fund that will help sustain our 
organization and transform the Park to serve future generations. 

All of these important initiatives were made possible by YOU, our generous 
supporters. On behalf of our board, staff, and Metro Parks, we thank you for 
partnering with us to sustain the vibrancy of Centennial Park and the Parthenon. 
Together, we are protecting these Nashville treasures as our city continues to 
evolve around us, ensuring the Park remains a constant source of natural beauty, 
engaging the imagination through the arts, and fostering strong connections in  
our community.

With Gratitude,
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MUSICIANS CORNER

• Supported local families by presenting 143 free children’s 
events and StoryBook Walks to an audience of over 10K 
people in the Park and the Parthenon 

• Served families visiting the Parthenon by underwriting and 
distributing 30K Kidsville activity guides to visitors

• Served children throughout Nashville by presenting 50 
Kidsville events across our city, including after school 
programming at Coleman, East, Hadley, Looby, and Sevier 
Park Community Centers

KIDSVILLE

Together with Metro Parks and our generous supporters, we enhanced the Park 
and enriched our community through the following projects and programs:

• Enriched the Nashville community by presenting 27 free 
music events to an audience of 75K people

• Supported local artists by paying and showcasing a diverse 
lineup of 171 performers, including 50% female-fronted acts 
and 35% fronted by a person of color

• Showcased local businesses by highlighting 128 unique 
vendors, including 65% woman owned and 32% owned by a 
person of color

• Completed construction on the Children’s Memory Garden of 
Nashville to honor children who lost their lives to violence 

• Raised an additional $1.7M for the upcoming capital improvements 
to the north side of the Park and continued the design 
development process for the event pavilion, cafe, and pedestrian 
entrance over the 31st Avenue Connector

• Supported the Park’s future maintenance needs by allocating over 
$135K of revenue to the Centennial Park Maintenance Fund

THE PARTHENON

CENTENNIAL PARK RE VITALIZ ATION

• Welcomed nearly 300K visitors and celebrated the 125th 
Anniversary of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition—and the 
origins of Centennial Park—with an immersive exhibition of 
artifacts, music, and photographs

• Delivered 650 education programs to 70K people, including four 
STEAM Nights, which offered free admission to all Metro Nashville 
Public School families

• Translated Parthenon audio tours into Spanish and Arabic and 
provided complimentary tours to over 50K visitors

• Supported the Parthenon’s future care by allocating over $135K to 
the Parthenon Preservation Fund

• Celebrated our planet and inspired positive environmental 
change by presenting a free festival attended by 5K 
people and giving away 750 trees

• Enacted positive change by underwriting the planting 
of 70 trees and pollinator gardens across Nashville, 
including Carter Lawrence Elementary in Edgehill, Dudley 
Park in Napier, Mill Ridge Park in Southeast Nashville, 
Green Hills Park in West Nashville, Stratford STEM 
Magnet School in East Nashville, and a streetscaping 
project in North Nashville; providing annual care for 160K 
bees in Centennial Park; underwriting sustainability 
education training for 2.4K MNPS children

NA SHVILLE E ARTH DAY

EQUIT Y AND INCLUSIVIT Y

• Supported the funding of a state historical marker at Centennial Art 
Center that was unveiled to honor the history of the former swimming 
pool that was closed in the 1960s in response to an effort to integrate 
the pool

• Supported the development of future museum professionals 
by welcoming our first two paid interns as part  
of the Wesley Paine Internship Program,  
which helps to ensure that future museum  
leadership reflects the rich demographics  
of our community

THANK YOU

Thank you from the Centennial Park Conservancy staff and board to 
Metro Parks, and the many donors, members, sponsors, and partners 
who made these accomplishments possible for our community!

PRE S IDENT |  John Tumminello 
FOUNDING PRE S IDENT |  Sylvia Rapoport 
 
PRO GR AMMING |  Justin Branam, Kyla Easterday, Joia Pollard,  
Jenn Ross 
DE VELOPMENT |  Justin Tam, Wendy Buntin, Brittney Farrow, Alex 
Gilbertson, Shalene France Gray 
MARKE TING |  Kelsey Kingdon 
B O OKKEEPING |  Lesley Lane 
 
E XECUTIVE  COMMIT TEE  |  Neil Krugman, Phyllis Hildreth, Melinda 
Buntin, John Hackett, Eric Cook, Yolanda Cox-Bey

B OARD |   Niccole Jackson Alexander, Kyshona Armstrong, Chris 
Crane, Rev. Dr. Judy Cummings, Rascoe Dean, Bill Dixon, David Ewing, 
Stephen Francescon, Phil Graham, John Grillos, Nancy Peterson Hearn, 
Denise Cummins, Erin Hughes, Demetria Kalodimos, Andrew Kintz, 
Trish Lindler, Trish Munro, Ben Page, Dee Patel, Mitch Patel, Martha 
Silva, Ben Sistrunk, Hope Stringer, Aisha Garba White; Ex Officio: Jeff 
Haynes, Monique Horton Odom, Lauren Bufferd; Interns: Matt Buppert, 
Christopher Haigler

ADVIS ORY COUNCIL |  John Darwin, Beth Fortune, 
Richard Jackson, Brooks Matthews, Wesley Paine, Jamaal 
Sheats, Shirley Speyer, Paula Van Slyke


